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Louises 3. Barnes, Investigator.
Indian Pioneer History, S.-149.
April 13, 1938, ’

Interview with George M. Coleman

Dover, Oklshoma.
KK * X i

I was born on December 27, 1862, in Milton, near
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, and am almost &s netive as an
Indian, I‘ heard my father in 1876, say he knew that hia
folks had been in Amsrica for two~hundred ysars, dbut that
he did not know how mich longer. His people were spoken

“of as the Dam Dutch (Amsterdsm).

In 1865 my folks moved to Xllinois, and of course
took me along. I grsw to menhood in Mt, Carrgll, Carroll
count'y, and was given ahigh school sducation. In 1884
I cast my first vote for Blaine snd Logan. Then in the
spring of 1885, a meighbor and I decided to teke Gree-
ley*s advice to go west and grow up with the country.

We decided to go to Wellington, Kansas, as a place nesr
the border of civilization. We first put up et the Bar-
nard Hotel, whers David Payne had dled the ysar i’aforo.
In a short tims we learned thet two young men from onr
_homs town lived at Milen, sixteen miles west of Welling-

ton, and we went out to see them. They persnaded us to

§
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start a restaurant and confoutionory there. Well we
had a good time while it lasted., The next year ny
partner and I separated; he went cut to Cow Lend (now
Bavana) and I took & pre-emption claim. I got a job
eloxrking in a store joining our restaurant. :rhia store
belonged to a Mr. and Mrs. Joseph J‘ohnston) formerly
from Paisley, Scotland. He had been a schoolmate of
Jamen and Peter Coats, the thread men. I wor}gud tor
him x:n*‘sil the opring of 1887;: when I joined a cowboy
with a bunch of wild bronchos to sell through the coun-
try. We closed out st Kingman, Kansas. My pariner came
back to Sumner County, whers he had s farm. I still
had two ponies and decided to go out to Ravana; went
west through Pratt, Culllson, Gresmsburg, Ft. Dodge,
Dodgs City, Cimarron, on to Revana. My bed st night
was my saddle blankets on the prairie with my ssddle
for a pillow. 1 arrived at Ravana the night of July
Srd, slept in the haymow at the livery stadble, and was
in the fantastic parade of the celebration the next dmy.
I got a job for the first month I was there as a

roustabout at a hotel. The next ufmth 8 druggiss 1
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was acquainted with from Sumner County, got me to work
for him in a drugstore. There ws & lotv of sickness
with what they called Mountain Fever, and they even had
me to f£ill prescriptions. It was harmless stuff- the
doctors admitted they did not know what to do for it.
They gave all the petients the same thing, a mixture of
cinchonade and ingluvion. Some got well in spite of them,
and some did not. By fall p;ople were leaving th’at coun-
try faster than they came. I got a letter in September
from Mr. Johuston, the man at Milan, I had clerked for,
offering me much batter wages to come back and work for |
him; in spife of the protest of the man I was working
for I lost no timo‘ in getting back.

%hile I was out in Gerfield County, a county seat
fight was on between Eminence end Ravana.

There, where many girls and old maids took claims
" and were anxious to catch & partner, one was bragging
to me about ths amount of fuel she had gathered up, con- ’
sisting of cow and sheep chips, commonly called buffslo
chips. One evening another young man and I went to a

dsnce; he had a rig while I was horse back; at the

’
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close of tho ce ho a-l:ed the young J.rdy that he

was daneing with if uc might ses her na&o ghe anid

A~

that ahe y0ald have to see if her brothar would teke

nor baby/hom, he did. - N

An 1888 while clerking rc{zj Mr. Johnston, my s
smthon_'t,/ clm'E. Day, and I becems engsged to be
married, dut 'c‘docidod.to, put 1t off until I got a home,
so I went o Oklshoma when it op;nod for settlement.

" On April .16, 1889, our bunch went to Celdwell,
Xansas, to get m.dy;,for the opening. On Thursdsy the
18th, the soldiers led us for the first day's march,
and halted us et Pond ci-«;:, north of Salt Fork River,

On the first dsy some seemed more axéiteé than eny ot;.her
time, and .ee;n;d.to u,nt. to be tho"ﬁret in lixid, I
rexanber on; nan in parﬂq}xlaxg na; driving what is
cailod a upik; tesm, & yoke of oxen _ﬁiltch’“od\ to a 'ason,'_‘
and & horae to the end of the ngom tongue. * He shouted,
yelled and vhipjpe;d the team but ho“h‘ad a h(oa*lr.'n.’lvyv loaded
wagon, and oxen are slow, so he aid nbt‘ge'f,n‘rat“placo.'
hOn the moraing of ‘the iOth we ua,‘re. led by -thc' Qoidi'grn

for the second day's march. Sal$ York was hiér_x and the
L L,
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quicksand bad. A freighter known as Dutch Joe took the
lead across the¢ river, and that night we were halted at
skeleton kanch east of whadt is now North Enid; that waa
on Fridey. Then Ssturday, the 20th, we were fa)ren on
down to Buffalo Springs, just north of Bison. There we
were held over the next day, Sunday. Mejor Lillie,
Pawnes Bill, branched off snd wezt east. There was an
estimate of ten thousend in the-crowd.” The soldiers

ware on guerd along the line to the south all day and

night; occasionally some one who could, or would not~re-\

strain himaelf from msking g try would make a bresk,

and several of the sol_&iirc would try to capture him,

If they caught him they would keep him under guard until
the legal tims. Monday morning, April 22nd, at ten o'
clock, we were taken saverasl miles south to the Oklshoma
line. Our erov‘rd from Milan, Kansas, twenty-one in all,
left our wegons in cemp under guard of one who did not
want a cleim, and went horse Dback to the line., Ve had
come down the ol:d Chisholm Treil from Caldwell; at Buf-
falo Springs I saw the graves of two men who had been
killed by the Indisns at the gons time Pat Hennessey was

killed. The soldiera wers lined up along the line on

[ 4

tl“
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the Oklahoma sido. The crowd yaro in all kinds of gaﬁ/
veyances of ‘that tima, and some & foot. At tlolté/’ |
a'elock the soldiers firbd the guns &s a signgd for the

start, and the race was 6n.

1 rode eslong beaidb an 0l4d soldie (/and he smaid
it beat any cherge he ever saw during/éf; War. It was
gaid that many an ;;cident happensd at the atart but ss
we were in the lead we did not x&fnoas many. We could
sse timber to the southeast, ‘and I headed for that; most
of our outfit stopped ig/xéi north aido of the timber;
one 6ther and I doci%;d/to go through the timber. to see
what it was like/?;/;he south. We scared up many deer,
some prairie cg;ckena and turkeys, the timber was about
six miles thxough. ‘ 2

The/Tirst water we ceme to wes the Cimarron River,
and j?’thought we would get & drink, but a drop wes enaug£
as,i; found it to dbe brine. ﬁe then ?prned back and came
to a~camp of some Sooners, and from appeaépnco they hed
besn there at leaat a week. They showed us a spring,

alsc & corner tree, and claimed the four e¢laims around

i1t. I stopped west one mile end got the claim I atill
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have. The other man went back to the north side of the
timber and took a claim joining his brothers. Two days

afterwvards he drought my wagon to me. In the mesntime

‘I rustled my chuck from among the new settlers who hed

gotten in. The next morning after the opening an old
Cowboy ceme by where I had my pony staked out, and
wanted to know what I was doing there; I told him I was
holding down a claim. Well, he saeid, I was on his claim
and it would not do me any good. I told him I 414 not
know where the lines ran, but I claimed the apot that

I wes aitting on. He wanted to know when I got in, and
I put‘it about the ¢time it would have taken me to ride
éiroct to the claim, about three o'clock. He said that

he got in about the same time. Well, we both lied -

it wes nearly sundown when I got on the claim, and he

came in a wagon with his ramili and was not there when
I got there. He 4id not try to bluff me as I had a gun,

and looked as tough as he did. We did not have any

_ troudble, for when we had the line run it ran between us,

2

snd he and his pariner who came in with him, were both ‘

on the gsams claim, and one of them had to move back on
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the next ciaim.

All of our crowd could have gotten claims, but
not half filed. It wes said the others were looking
for claims with a pancske tree on i¢; they could not
see how they could mske a living and went back %o
rent homes alroady:eatabliahod, whilo' I decided to
take a chance; we had six months %o get on our claim.
I went back to Xensas for the summer, bought and gath-
ered up poultry for a poulterer in irgonis, Kansss,
When 1t was time to go to my claim & younger brother
ceme out from Illinois to go with me. Jhen we got down
to Polecat Creex in the Strip, therg'we found camped on
the bank of the creek Fil Potterson,a man from Milan;
he had a hoa;ily loaded wagon anéd part' of his femily, :
e mule and an old horse that was worn-out, and wes wait-
ing for the old horse to gain strength to go on; hia
time to get on his claim would be up in a few days. I
had an extra fony following loose ao I caught it up and
let him put in one of my hesvy hor‘aos, and by doubling
ap in the ﬁad places we got through all right., My b¥o~

ther and I took the wagon bed off the wagon when wg'got
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to ny cleim, and alept in thet. Game was plentiful,
and my brother hunted most of the ¢ime, and I h;alod
stove wood to Kingfisher. We made 2 living =smd got
our eabin up, a iog hut 12 x 14, Iohinked and deubed
with mortar gnd covered with shakes (osk ahin;loa).
Oour principal food was corn pone, sour dough biscults,
geme, sorghum, sow belly, and turnips. Everyone had h
turnips grown that fall on sod; we had no milk that
. first winter. The next spring I broke out twenty acrea
of ground with a~ sod plow, and turned up meny a rattle-
snako; h |

The aocl{ Ifltnd built through here the summer of
'8 and the townsite first established was oslled Red
Rock. The firat store was omed by Tom car.tor{ it wes.
what they called a ‘atockado and covered with 2 dirt roof;
it was a general store with a éost office in the froat
pert. That fall, 1890,he learmed that I ’had been a clerk,
ao he wrote to Mr. Johnston for whom I had worked, and
csme out %o my claim and hired me to come and work for
him. The first wages, thirty dollars per month, would

not sound very good now, dtut it seamed like good money

»
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to me then, slong with my claim. He lat,er' told me I
could not have gotten a betier reeommendat‘;ion than 'Mr.
Johnston geve me,. | ‘

In April, 1889, after learning the numbers of my
cluim I went tovKingﬁsher to file; there was a long
line at the land office so that one could uot get to
file for days; t'hey ‘gave us numwbers and told us what
day we §ould file; some men who hed influence were ac~
cussed of getting a fellow in g:head of his time for a
pric;s. I was told I ec‘mld fiie the ,thirtaenth- of May,
in about two weeks, so we took @ frip'dm to Fort -
Reno, and.over tc Oklehoma City. . We were well ac-
quainted with John Miller, and family, ’&he section
foreman of the Santa ¥e Reilroad, who had moved there
the yeai' before. ' i |

wmiTe camped at Council Grove, I met a follow
with 2,38 Merlin Rifle that he wanted to trade for my
shotgun. I looked around for something to try it out .
on. There wers some very tall tr‘eﬁa, and I saw a small

aqufrrel, as I thought, in the top of one; I fired at

1t and down it cems, and 1’; proved to be a.very large
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séﬁirfol so I traded. Ve goi back to Kingfisher by the
thirteenth and I riled. We then went. to nwrolaim and
put up the logs for a cebin, but when I got back in the
fall they had been stolen and moved off.

We then started beck to Kansas for six months, end
on the prairie north of the timber we saw a prairie chick-
en about 300 feet distant. There were tﬁree wagona in
our outfit. A fellow got off of one of the other wagona
with 8 shot gun, and was walking out $oward the chicken
to get in range; he had got about halfway out when I
picked up my rifle without the intention of firing i¢,

I took eim st the chicken, I got such a good bead on it,

I felt ao sursof getting it, I thoughtx‘too, if I flushed
it he would get it with the shot gun, that I pulled the
trigger, and-at the crack of the gun the chicken fell
over. The other fellow stopped and looked at the chick-
en for Q second or two, turned around and went back to

his wagon. "I told him to get it, that it was his chick-~
en, but I had to go after it mysel:, %e had it for din-

~ ner. There was no way to cross the Cimarron River, but

to ford it, in hauling wood to Kingfisher. The quick-
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sand was bad and to get across, you bad to keep moving;
if you stopped you were aiuck. On one occasion I drove
a young hp}ae, and whea I got out into the river he
threw up hia head and stopped. The sand was well set-
tled, 80 I unhitched and thought I would come down the
next day with the old teem and go on to town, but next
dsy when I got down to the river I could just see two
wheels of my wagon sticking up out of the water, The
river had come up during the night, upset my wagon,

tock the bed and wood down stream. To get the :aéon

out I had to take it out a piece at 2 time, I found the
bed two miles down stream lodged on my side of the river.
The spring seat is still in the river o£ someone slse
has found 1t.

In 1891 Nr. Jolinston moved his store to Pauls.
Va{ley, Chickasaw Nat;on. They hed myigirl to go with
them to‘live, and Mr. Johnston wrote to me that fall to
come down and work for him, end ss there wes plenty of
inducement, 1 jumped at the chance.

Amnos Waite, a drother of Fred Waite, who had been

with Billy, the Xid, in the Lincoln County War in New
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Mexico, and & nephew of Sam Paul, also a grandson of
smith Paul,'ror whom Pauls Valley was nemed, was also

a clerk in the Johnaton siore. I beccme acquainted
witﬁ his grandfether, Smith Paul, who was eighty-two'
years of ags at that time. I was visiting my girl at
the Johnston home one evening when we heerd two Run
shots, and a short time afterwards some horses ren past
the house. 1 went over, less than a block away anad

saw them carrying Sam Paul out of the restaurant. He
hed been boarding st the Hotel where I' too lived snd
had been out lecturing for the opening of that country
to settlement and gotten in %too late for supper, so he
had gone to the reataurant and was eating supper & short
distence from the door. His son Joe had been carrying
guns; Joe and his brother Billy came down by the res-
taurant and Joe shot his father in tﬁo head with the
first load, and gave him the~ot£;r when he fell under
the tesble. Marshal l;v was all they had at that timé
end there were & half dozen muﬁders during the winter
while I was there. They(toog Joe to‘ Paria, Texzs, nﬁd i

turned him loose, and I learned that his cousin killed
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him in sbout & year. I was told %ha? Sam Pzul had
killed seven different men himself, and I saw in the
peper a year or two ago, thai Billy Peul had killed his
own son over a dog.

Just after the holidays in 1892 Cora and I were
married and in Merch I came back to my claim; my wife
stayed with Johnston until later, I brought with me &
span of mles and one horse of Mr. Jbﬁnst;n’a %0 pastﬁre.
When 1 go§ up %o the Cimsrron River, it was very high,
and two men with their teams were wah&ing for the river
to go down so that they eouid eross. The railroad
bridgs was the only thing that spenned the river. It '
was seldom that s £r§1n ren at night, so we desided that
we would risk $aking our wagons scross on it, and if a
train.ahoﬁid dome we wonld dump them 1n;o the river.
fhe magoné just f£it between tho‘:ails, end the ties
were so close togother that it wﬁs almost as smooth
as a floor, so it was not mmch of & trick ie U th:;
acrosc by hand, then in the morninghve swam our horses
BETO8S. |

On the 19th of April 1892, the Cheyenne and Arapsho

L -
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country opened. My brother made a run for & claim.

I thought he would get back to Kingfisher that svening
so I gpt‘in line at the Land Office to hold him a place,
but he failed to get iz so I had to give it up. He
later got & claim down by Fort Reno. In September. 1892,
my mother made me a vigit from Illinois; I can still e
her coming in from the field with a watermelon that was
all that she could carry. I was clerking for Mr. Carter
and driving back and forth to the claim. My mother w;s_
well pleased with my wife snd my prospects.

~ On Thenksgiving day we had something to be thank-
tul for thet year, 1892; for our first éhild; a girl,
was born the day before, November 26th. We gave her the
nams of Mary Leurs in honor of my mother and my wife's
sister. 1 think it was while my mother was with us that
the Dalton Gang met their Waterloo in Coffeyville, Kan-
s&s. The father and brother of Dick. Brodwell ( Texas ~
Jack j, one of the gang that was killed, lived here at
Dover at the time andu;reengagod in dbuying and ship-
ping walmut logs. layﬁo Dick rinnnced’hiﬁ. They disap-

" peared just after that.
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My daughter 1a:no-'uru. Frank Fartson of Lone Wolf,
Oklshoma, a druggist, she has three children, the old-
;at 22 years of age, the age I was at the time I left
home, and is now tesching in Kingfisher, after gradu-
ating from Phillips University st Enid.

In 1893 1 médo my first ?rip back to my'old home
town in Illinois, eight years aftertleaving, { I had
never besn away from home before ), with my wife and d
dsughter nine months o0ld..Ws went back to see the/tolés
and the World's rair‘at Chicago. I came back in tiﬁeq
{0 meke the r™un into Enié for a lot September 18, 1695.
I rods in on the cattle train from the south. The trein
crey tried to take everyone to North Enid where they had
a depot. Thoey wanted to make the tovn there so they
went faster through South Enid than sny other place. I
was on the $op vf 8 car; 1 éot down on the sids and
’Jumped off, a couple of bouncas is all I got but a wo- -
nan, who said she was pushed ofr, and Jbo H!borgar, who
also jumped, got a broké;M;QgJ 1 saw ons fellow take
o somerseult, his pocket book flew out of his hip pock-

et, another grabbed it and ran on.

286
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I got three lots in Jonesville, north of Eniéd
proper, t?at were under contest several years, but
finally won by the Townsite Company; & Mr. Clampit
was the maiﬂ conteatant. ; young man known as Sut
with no education, aaid that he knew if he paid a |
doller for a thing and sold it for two that he aid
not lose aanyihing, so ﬁe started a store here. BHe
did business for a ‘hglo in Dover and got sll he cculd
on credit, sold regardleass of what he had pald and was
closed up by his creditors and lost his neme. He
wanted mes to go in huainess‘uith him in Enid in my
nsme end his wife to be the company and we would go
'halt.and half on the profits . He took me 3o his.
dugout and showed me about $3000 in tin cans. i
decided to $ry it end I wont'on to Wichisa ;nd bought
the first bill of goods to sta¥t the store, I paid-
cagh using his money, he was to furnish the cash, I
my name and‘éarvioo: He had got a lot on the eant
siderf‘the square and started & frame dbuilding; when
I gov back I found that be had ot the lot in his wife's

neme and becked ocut on ﬁy coming in for half the lot.
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Well, the first day at the close of business he put the
money in his pocket, and we :spt no record of é;qeipta
80 I saw that the jig wes up. I saw that all the bills
were paid for protection, and drew out what I considered
fair wages, and charged myself for all that I drew, Ve
were in business sbout aix months. We could have gotfen
plenty of oredit in my name but I would not sllow that;
he saw there was no chance to g0 broke in my nams mo he
decided to rent th- building to Myberger and Goldchank
and atarted up invecukomis in his wife's nam#, so we took
an invoice, and I received about five hundred dollers
for the time I put in. He had hia store seversl years
m}wwkous and then quit. He told me that » sight draft
camQ with every bill of goods he got and that he counld
not do business that way. He hadé sbout 200 head of cat-
tle that he had gathered up, so he went out %o Woodwﬁrd
County and fenced in a large pasture and got a thousand
head of gattle from another man to pasture the first
year af.@ioo per,head.f The settlers kept coming in qnd
teking his pasture, so he mortgagod the cattle, all of

them, aad then soid them, and that was the last I ever
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heerd of him. They found his pony and hat on the prai-
’rio, put there to mske it éppoar that he had been gottaﬂ
away with.

In the epring of 1894 I proved up on my farm, and
moved m& family to Epid. I had a two room houss on three
1ots:i'here the Alton Whole;;le House now standa; {t was
then‘iSnquille. I hed & son born on those lots on Feb- -
ruery 10, 1895, and we gave him the neme of his two
grandfatho;;,thn Nathan. When Sut moved t4Weuk0m18 4
clerked for a while for Pred Buttry in his grocery store.

There was nothing grown in the Strip in 1894 and
'95, s0 business got dull, snd Buttry wented me to solic-
1t and work on commission but I 4id not like that kind
of a job so I quit.y Paople were leaving Enid by the
score so i decided to go back to the farm. The frain
would not atop\ht South Enid snd all kinds of tricks
ware tried to stgp them. They s;hrfed some clothing

\

to look like & man, and put it on the track, but the

e
engineer would not stop for anything, not even if the

bell reng, ss it wes tried, but they did stop a freight

south of town, by sﬁwing the trestle undsr the dridge.
L

i
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There wore two men in a osr loaded with lumber snd it
wes a mirecle that tl’uy wex}o not kil}/od. )
%hile I waa at Enid thers was 2 train held up at

Dover, and {t was supposed to be the.work of men living
on Turkey cfoek. I wes told the names of those in the
job by a man who thought he knew. One of them was
tried but they could not prove anything on him., My
wife now owns the .farm, ons-fourth mile west of the de-
pot, where it is claimed their horsea were tied.

| JIn 1895 I was down at my ferm, when ws got word
that the Kickapoo country would be opened 11} a fow days.
An old soldier end his family n;e 1iving on my place, ~
and he begged mes to go with him end help him gzt a place,
ﬁﬁ?g 11:168 could not get one by himaolr. He offered to
pay me dut I knet that he 418 not have any monsey, only .
@ ozall pension. I told him that if he and his wife
would let ms have that c'ov. standing ﬁem, that I
would.go; 8o we went W. and anyone not wanting a
- olaim was allowed to go in, 8o I) went in, hunted up a
corner stone, got the numbers, end when the time ceme

for the opening I met him and took him $o it. I% was
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mbout rour miles from McCloud, near an old Mission.

His neme was Thomes Tomay, end ho got & peusion under
tz/m name of Theodore Redout, so ho mist have beon a sub-
stitute in the War. I learnsd that at'ter they had moved
thers one of their dsughters married a COﬁoy and that '
| later he had trouble vi;h his mother-in-lew and shot
her. I want with Tomay to Oklencms City, and he filed
on his place and when nieamo back to the farm I got my
c&v.

On ‘December 16, 1899, our third child was born,
whom we named Dorthy Day. ' She u:nov Nrs. L. P. Suith
‘of Enid end has a boy named Colemsn agedl2, end a daugh-
ter Detty Joe aged 5. /" ‘ _

‘ I’.‘ 1901 ny ai‘ater a/né I nnt $o K1 Ren; to the drawiﬁg
claims. Sister got no/ﬂ'x';ngF s0 we went to Ansdarko to
the Govermment lot }40, end we bought two lots each. .
'Thon in 19041 nn/t with her $o Beaver county, stayed
: -y "a claim .
six month# end paid ouy/at §1.25 per acre.

n the way cut with my femily in Merch we took

refige in a dugout from @ storm, and found the femily

down with the measles. . We were forty miles from Lib
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'cral. Kensas, where the nesrest dootor wes. FWe got

along fine without one., We came back to Dover, and I

. <
got a8 job clerking sgain, but as 1 preferred an outdoor

job, I made a bargain with » Rural Mail Carrier to buy
his outfit if he would reaign. I took the Civil Serv-
ice exemination and was given 2 grede of 97%. Hwer,
the carrier wes inrlﬁenc\ed not to resign and the examin-
at‘;on was only good tor‘ one year. On May 20, 1906, we

had enother daughter born, to whom we gave the neme of

Vens Burley in honor of m‘old painting teacher. She

1s now Mrs. Nesl Zvens of Suverior, Nebraske, snd has

. one child, seven yoara olld ;mmod Rorma Jean,

"I‘%‘éacido‘d after th.ai carrie?.ljéfnsod %o resign,to
build a house on my Ansdarko lot and move there. On
the evening of August 6th, am we went down on the pas °
enger train, there wa‘gl; 8 high water ceme down the Cim-
arron River snd damaged the pile’bridge so badly that

the next passenger train goipg north the next fmorning

went into the river. Thes engine and expraass safe are
still in there. The ®ail clerk, Cleud Nestham, and the

porter were drowned and the passenger coach drifted to

4

292
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the aouth bank of the river wl}ero all the passengers "
got cut. Claud Meuk of Dover took care of the mail
clerk'’s body, end l&r/. Bracken of Xingfisher, the porter.

I was only in Anedarko a short time and was not
well known vhon.I received a telegram from Illinois
telling me thet my mother had died. It was several
days after it had deen sent that they found out whers
I lived and too late to get there bdefore the funeral,

In a short time I got a\J&b elerking in a store
for a man by the nams of Dave Foloy, and not long after
¥ got a letter from tﬁe Post Master at Dover telling
me -thet the carrier had resignad and urging me %o come
back snd teke the examination again. The carrier had
sld-ont o & friend of the ome that hed influenced
him not $o sell to me. I suppose they thought thas,
as I had moved away, I would not coms back. I %old the
Post Master that I had no political pull and he said
that was not necessary now; so I returned to King-
fisher for the exsminstion and roéoived exaotly the same
grade 973 that I a1a the first time, by a different

board, and I got the job.. I gave the other party what '

-
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he gave for the ontfit.

The party I was clerking for in Anadarko tried to
got ne to stay on, but I had got (hat I had always want-
ed. I carried the msil from 1806 '‘to 1919, and when my
son bocaﬁa eightesn years of sge I m:dn him my aﬁiutt-\
tute. He was drafted into the army in 19018 and @?
France, and when he came home he tock the Oivil Service
examinstion and passed. As an ex~-service man he would
be given the preference end I felt sure thet he would
got the job so I ruigncd,’ as my health had failed and
I was getting deaf. He has carried the nﬁﬂ nineteen
years and is now th’o ege I was when I first got the job.

The Daltcn famiiy iived for s number of years on
my route and on occasion Mrs. Dalton or her daughter
rode cut to their hame with me. In the esrly daye I
have been to dances that Bill Dalton attendsé and he
scted & perfect gentleman. At a Yourth of July 6ale-
bration, affell he had deen acqui;tod of train robbery
in Californis, he was cslled on to speak and as he
climbed of the stage he said that 1t reminded him of

climbing onto the tender to & locomotive.

i
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On April 22, 1889, when that Sooner showed my
companion and n;n the corner tree,we learned it was a%
the northeast “gorner of Section 15 and the southeast

of Sestion 10. The sup was a little north of west dhd

@;’(

we atepped off 1600 steps directly toward the sun and

4

I knew that would keep off of Section 16, a aschool sec~
tion. At thres feet to the step we knew that we ahould
be near the line between Sections 10 end 9. There was
a point of timber extending down on the prairie %o the
west of us; my companion esked me which claim I wanted
and I told him I would take that point of timber. At
that time and until the country was fenced, two trails
crosged my claim; one ;ras en Indian Trail, that the
Cheyenne, Shawnee, Ponca, and Ossge Indians used ¢o
travel on their visits 40 one another; the other was
fron Red Fork to Guthrie and it ran across my place
from the northweat to the scutheast to Walnut Grove
and there crossed the Cimarron River. There vas a
spring about a half mile west of my place not far

from the \trail; e box had Lesn put in this spring and

“1t was known as Box Spring, snd the meighborhood wes
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known es such. The Indien trail went northeast from
' Kingfisher down Kingfisher Cresk, and orossed the Cim-
arron River at the mouth of the creek on the weat side;
1t then went across the bottoms to the northeast up ovér
my cleim and éhrough the timber that was about eight
miles through at that time.

In the yeer of 1890 waile I was staying at Red
.tork, they had quite an Indian scare out in my neighbor-
" hood one night. A bunch of Indiens were caﬁped in the
bottoms near Box Spring and they musgt have had soms fire
water, and were celedbrating and making considerable '
noise, ‘The folks in the neighborhood became scared and
ell gathersd st the house of Finn Warnberg to wait for
developments.

¥y wife, Cora E. Day, wag born in Ohlo July 28,
1868. Her folks moved to Sumnc¥ County, Kansas when
she was adbout four yeers of age, and that is vhere 1 (/
met her. Some tdﬁo after we were married I lesrned
that her folks once lived in the same little town in
Pennsylvania where I was dorn, and that one of her sis-

ters was born there, so this is a amall world afier sll.
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she now owns & farm vest of Dover on Turkey Creek, that
has a high hill upon it., There was a trail from Red
Fork Ranch that went south of the farm to the river,
end west of the hill or row of hills, and one east of
the hills,
Ramp Merideth, the first men that carried the -
‘matil from Celdwell, Kensas, to Fort Remo, told me at
the time Pat Hennessey was killed, those hilia saved
bhis life; that he came up the west trail as the Indi-
ans went down on the sast side on the trail.
Dover was first called R'ed Pork, then Red Wing
,-88 there was another Red Fork in Oklahoma, and! finally
wd to Dover, I think~on sccount of ao many English-~
men settling in this neighdborhood.
When the Roek Island Railroad Suilt through here,
they thought of making this the end of a division, but
. ag they could not get the necessary land, they made it
at El Reno. Dover was kept under contest by Xingfisher
people as long as possible for the interest of Kingfisher.
1 an giving the nemes of most of the first people

who lived in the imnediate neighborhood, though I will
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undoudtedly miss some. Those I remsmber are as follows:

{(A)

(B)

(c)

Abboté, Mr. and family. Adams, Mr.

Adkins, Tom. Applegate, George andf&uce.

Armptrong, Mr. and family.

Beily, Dr. Csrson, from Kentucky, with a
colored wite and badby, 2 good doctor

who officiated at the birth of my
thres girl children.

Bakehouse, John. Barr, lLink. Beckman, ¥ill-

iem, Bilderback, John and Charlie. Blair,
Milton, snd family, Bledsoe, Williem,
Bond, Mr. and wife. Botten, Bob and family.
Bradberg, Bill and Sem. Bradshow, Joe and

Gearge. Buler, George end family. Burms,

Ned, and family. Buzzard, Jack. Buzzard,

Jim and family.

Calico, Jack. Csrden, Den. Carratt, Mr.
Carter, Tom and femily. Chapin, John C. .
Clark, Dave, end family. Clark, John.(col.)
Coffmen, Jess, end family. Coffmsn, Lou.
Cole, Enic. cf;igpottom, Mr. and family.
Orati'ord. Mr. and familﬁ Crayto, Fred.

Carrin, G. J.(col.) State legislator.
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(D) Dean, Prank. Dean,tW:lll and sister, Mrs.

(B)

(P .

(G)

(B)

(J)

Anstine, mre_nbaugh, ¥r. .Draw, Tom.

Dry, Jeke. Duffy, John, and family,
Eisendbige.

. . -
Fancler, Bob, and family. (Cherokee Bod)
Pletcher, George. Foster, Mr.

Fouts, Mr. and family. Frater, Mr. (col.:

Garrett (col.) Gilbert, H. B.
Goins, Levi, and brother, with families. °
Greé, Sam and Dick, and families.

Criffith, Jeke. (colored)

Radley, Tom. (col.) Hess, Pete and family.

Holmes, Jim and Frank, asnd wives,

Homas,’ Tom and femily. Hubbard, Mr. and

family. FHughes, Ben. Hunter, John,(col.)

Jackson, A. J. Jaleneck, Mr. Johnson,
Diok. (col.) Johnson, Jerry snd Spencer,
and family. Jones, Dan. Jones, Jimie,

and family. Jones, J. N. Jul{an, Ben.
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(Mec. )

(M)
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Kaltamit, Mr. Kennedy, Sam. Kimerer, Jack.

Kuder, Mr. and wife.

Layton, Deve. layton, Sem, and family.

Lewis, John, en eerly day school teacher.

Liggeth, Pike. Lillidbridge, Mr. and family,

Long, F. M. and family., Long, Jobn and fam-

ily. ‘Lonia, Mr. and family. Lyons, Mr.

MeClure, Jimmie. MoCoy, Jos., McDaniels,:

Charlis. MecDaniels, William and family.

Maclin, Finnie. (col.) Markell, Jerry and
family, Martin, Henry and femily.

Mauk, Ben and family. Mead, Mr. {darber).
Medow, M. and family.‘ Melca, Jim, (Bohem-‘

fan.) Merideth, Hemp. Mertz, Jess end .

femily., Miller, Mr. (col.) Minor, Jake.

¥itchell, Mr. and family. Moore, W. L. -
(known as Sut.) Murphy, and old soldier.

Myers, Frank end family. Myers, Georgs,

known as Arkansas Joe, who carried the mail
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on a buckboard in the early eighties to Fort
Reno, and said sometimes' bg would swallow tg;

bacco to keep him awake.

hd

Nay, John end family. Neff, Ben and wife.
Newcomb, Mr. snd family. Newkirk, Sam and

family. Ni@t, M. N’Oﬂhup, Doc¢. and fam.

Page, Wes. (éol.) Paaaenger, Mr. and fam.
Payne, Jim.  Pfeiffer, Fred. Phillips,
Mr. and family. Porter,. John and family.
Porter, Louis. {col.) Prinim, Granville

and family.

‘Ranadky, Frank. (Bohemisn). Reniky, Bill,

Ray, Ben. 'Ray, Bijl end wife. Ray, Boss
and 'wite. }?u_ni, George and family. i ‘
Redington, George, Johnm and Francis, and
femily, Redush, George end Joe. Reevea,
pill. Richardson, Bill and family,
Ridgley, Comrad end family. Roberts, Jim
and family. Robinson, Mr. and family.

Rough, John end fam. Rumsey, Do. Runnels,

| Mr. and Panily,

301
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(8) Sensburg, Fred and folks. Schilde, Fred.
Sims, W.. cherman, William angd ;«:Aly. ‘

short, iaron. Slief, i. J. and family.

Spiker, Doug and Grant. jstoel, M;ary and

femily. (ecol.) Stitt, Williem end wife,

(T) Taylor, Mery. .Taylor, W. L. end Robert

with families. Tucker, Mqhdy (colored).
(V) Vangun, Sem and wife.

(¥) Wekefield, Willfem and family. Walker,
Bill and family. Walker, Mr. and femily.
wall, George. ¥arnberg, Finn and‘ ;'amily.
Washington, George and KMartha. .- Watson,
Bsn and femily., Wells, 0. G. and fgmily.
Wendall, Billie. Whitscer, ir. (m?ved-

' ~
" “hig cottongin here from Minco.)

Whitehead, W. and family. Wila;man,‘ Ed
end family. Wilks, Iza. ~ Wilks, 0ld Man.-
¥illiams, D. x_‘. end femily, Willisms, W.
H. (e0l.) Wilson, Elias and family.

Wilson, R. T. and family. {(colorsd.)
P4



303

%

COLEMAN, GEORGE M. - INTERVIEW 10449

*33=

-{ W} Continued:
Wilson, Simon and family. Windell, Jake
A y and femily. Woods, Mr. Wright, John

end faumily. Wyatti John and wife, (col.)

Note:
* ’ Mr. George M. Colemen and his wife still remain _
in Dover, Oklahoma, and their house s built out of .7
lumber that was brought here at the opening in 1889. o
Mr. Colemsn has innatratod, with some of his
drawings, his memorlea of his pioneer days. He has
a picture of the 0ld Ranch House &t Red ?ork. of his
first home on his homestead. He would be very glad to
loet the State have & copy of these masterpieces that
he ‘has painteds
He remembers well all the Pioneers® locetion in
the Commnity around Dovor and would he very pleased
to give any information that we might wish to have.
He has written some of his experiences but knows that
he 4id not remember everything and would be glad to
anaver any other guestions.

- FIELD WORKER.
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